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EDUCATION 

PhD., University of Memphis (2012), Memphis, Tennessee 

Dissertation: Southern Graces: Women, Faith, and the Quest for Social Justice in Memphis, 

Tennessee, 1950-1969 

Major Field: United States since 1877 

Minor Fields: United States to 1877; Latin America 

M.A., History, University of Louisiana-Monroe (1999) Monroe, Louisiana 

Thesis: Dangerous Liaisons: The Louisiana Farmers’ Alliance, the Anti-Lottery League, and 

the Gubernatorial Election of 1892 

B.A., History, Northeast Louisiana University (1992) Monroe, Louisiana 

Minors: Government, French  

summa cum laude 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Lecturer Middle Tennessee State University (August 2018 – present) develop and teach online 

survey courses using the D2L course software; incorporated online and distance learning 

technology into curriculum; tutored students in analytical writing; advised students on course and 

career options; research and write scholarly articles for publication, including oral history 

interviews; present research and papers at academic conferences; other departmental duties as 

determined by chair 

Classes developed/taught: U.S. History to 1877; U.S. History Since 1877 

Outreach and Education Logistics Coordinator Hattiloo Theatre (May 2015 – August 2018) 

coordinated scheduling, spacing, budget, and other logistical aspects of youth and outreach 

programming; facilitated relationships with public and private sector funding partners; supervised 

staff and interns; oversaw development and coordination of youth and outreach programming; 

developed curriculum for educational outreach programs; assisted with writing and editing grant 

proposals as well as development and implementation of theatre’s strategic plan 

Copy Editor (contract) National Civil Rights Museum (January 2018) Copy editing and 

proofreading all MLK50: Where Do We Go From Here? Commemorative Exhibition and MLK50: 

A Legacy Remembered exhibition texts including panels, titles, and captions 

Adjunct Instructor Northwest Mississippi Community College (January 2016 – August 2018) 

developed and taught online survey courses using the Canvas course software; incorporated 

online and distance learning technology into curriculum; tutored students in analytical writing; 

advised students on course and career options 

Classes developed/taught: U.S. History to 1877; U.S. History Since 1877  
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Fulbright Roving Scholar in American Studies Fulbright Foundation of Norway (August 2012-

June, 2013) developed and led English-embedded workshops for students and teachers; presented 

research and served on panels discussing American history and current events at professional 

conferences and meetings; coordinated booking workshops and travel to upper secondary 

schools throughout Norway and abroad 

Workshops developed/taught: (for students) Political Junkie: Election 2012; Founding 

Rivals: Jefferson and Hamilton in American Politics; Beyond King: the Civil Rights 

Movement Reconsidered; Heart of Atlanta et al: Living the Constitution; This Land Is 

Your Land: Music As Politics; October Snow: A Rural Girlhood in Reagan's America. 

(for teachers) From Socrates to Fox News: Developing Historical Thinking Skills; Sex, 

Drugs, and Rock n Roll: History as Story; Digital: The Last (Historical) Frontier – Where 

to Get and How to Use IT in the Classroom 

Adjunct Instructor University of Memphis (August 2003-August 2007; August 2010-May, 2012; 

August 2013-present) lead developer of hybrid dual-credit curricula utilizing traditional lecture as 

well as online components; incorporated technology into curriculum; tutored students in 

analytical writing; advised students on course and career options; researched and wrote scholarly 

articles for publication, including oral history interviews; presented research and papers at 

academic conferences; assisted with organization and management of graduate conferences and 

Tennessee History Day 

Classes developed/taught: U.S. Constitutional History (upper level online); U.S. Since 

1945 (upper level, online); History of Childhood (upper level, online); U.S. History to 

1877; U.S. History to 1877(online); U.S. History Since 1877; U.S. History Since 1877 

(online); World Civilization I; World Civilization II 

Instructor University of Tennessee-Martin (August 2007-August 2010) developed and taught 

survey as well as upper level undergraduate history classes, including specialized survey classes 

for dual-credit as well as prison-based curriculums; incorporated online and distance learning 

technology into curriculum; tutored students in analytical writing; advised students on course and 

career options 

Classes developed/taught: History of the Supreme Court (upper level), History of U.S. to 

1877; History of U.S. Since 1877; Development of World Civilization I 

PUBLICATIONS 

Southern Graces: Women, Faith, and the Quest for Social Justice in Memphis, Tennessee, 1950-

1969, University of Arkansas Press, forthcoming 

“Southern Graces: Women, Faith, and the Quest for Social Justice in Jim Crow Memphis,” 

Tennessee Women: Their Lives and Times, Volume II, University of Georgia Press, 2015 

“Keyes v. Denver School District Number 1,” “26th of July Movement,” “Louisiana,” 

“Mississippi,” “Labor Movement,” entries in Encyclopedia of US Latino/a History, Facts 

on File, forthcoming 

“The Berrigan Brothers,” “Free Speech Movement,” “Jim Carroll,” “The Democratic Party,” 

“Radio” entries in American Countercultures: An Encyclopedia of Nonconformists, 

Alternative Lifestyles, and Radical Ideas in U.S. History, 2009 (RUSA Award for Best 

Reference Work) 

“Dangerous Liaisons: The Louisiana Farmers’ Alliance, the Anti-Lottery League, and the 

Gubernatorial Election of 1892,” North Louisiana Historical Quarterly, Fall/Winter 2008-9 
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PUBLICATIONS (cont’d) 

 “The Mind of Thomas Jefferson,” Book review, Southern Historian, Winter, 2007 

“Radicalism in the South Since Reconstruction,” Book Review in Labor History, Fall, 2007 

“The Cookie Monster” in The Mercury Reader, Pearson Custom Publications/Simon & Schuster, 

August 2000; August 2001 

News Articles in Memphis Flyer, June 1997 − June 1998 

“Jimmy Carter – the Peacemaker” included in the permanent holdings of the James Earl Carter 

Presidential Library 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION/PAPERS/PRESENTATIONS 

“Memphis’s Memory: MLK @ 50,” Ohio Valley History Conference, October 2018 

“On the Cusp: New Frontiers in Education,” presentation to the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, February, 2013 

“Founding Rivals: Jefferson and Hamilton in Modern America” and panelist, “The American 

Presidential Election,” American Studies Association of Norway Annual Conference, 

October, 2012 

“Southern Graces: Women, Faith and the Quest for Social Justice, 1950-1969,” Phi Alpha Theta 

Lecture, University of Memphis, April, 2012 

“Southern Graces: Helen Caldwell Riley Day and Anne Shafer,” Mid-Atlantic American Studies 

Association Annual Conference, March, 2009 

“Southern Graces and Public Spaces: Anne Shafer’s Radical Catholicism,” presentation to UTM 

Faculty Colloquium, November, 2007 

“Southern Graces: Women, Faith, and the Quest for Social Justice,” Graduate Conference in 

African American History, University of Memphis, 2006 

“The Great Flood of 1927: Hoover and Public Policy for Disaster Relief,” presentation to High 

School Scholars Program, University of Memphis, 2006 

“Dangerous Liaisons: The Louisiana Farmers’ Alliance, the Anti-Lottery League, and the 

Gubernatorial Election of 1892,” Southwestern Social Science Association, 2005 

“We Are Women of Memphis: The Concerned Women of Memphis and the 1969 Sanitation 

Strike,” Mid-America Conference on History, 2004 

Panel Chair, Graduate Conference in African American History, University of Memphis, 2004, 

2010 

HONORS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

Fulbright Grant, Fulbright Foundation of Norway, 2012-2013 

Dissertation Fellowship, University of Memphis, 2011-2012 

Bradbury Prize for Outstanding Article, North Louisiana Historical Society, “Dangerous 

Liaisons: The Louisiana Farmers’ Alliance, the Anti-Lottery League, and the Gubernatorial 

Election of 1892,” 2009 

Humanities Endowment Travel Funds Award, University of Memphis, 2009 

Outstanding Teaching Assistant, Department of History, University of Memphis, 2007 

Ben Proctor Prize, Southwestern Social Science Association, “Dangerous Liaisons: The 

Louisiana Farmers’ Alliance, the Anti-Lottery League, and the Gubernatorial Election of 

1892,” 2005 
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HONORS & SCHOLARSHIPS (cont’d) 

Candidate, Everett E. Edwards Award, Journal of Agricultural History, “Dangerous Liaisons: 

The Louisiana Farmers’ Alliance, the Anti-Lottery League, and the Gubernatorial Election 

of 1892,” 2005 

Nominee, Thomas W. Briggs Foundation Excellence in Teaching Award, 2004 

Student Activities Council Travel Funds Award, University of Memphis, 2004 

President’s List, University of Memphis, 2003-2007 

Graduate Assistantship, University of Memphis, 2003 – 2007; 2010 – 2011 

Graduate Assistantship, Northeast Louisiana University, 1992 – 1993 

Outstanding Graduating Senior, Phi Alpha Theta, Northeast Louisiana University, 1992 

Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities, 1992 

Council for the Development of French in Louisiana (C.O.D.O.F.I.L.) Scholarship, L’Université de 

L’Ouest, Angers, France, 1990 

President’s List, 12 semesters (9 consecutive), Northeast Louisiana University, 1988 – 1994 

Deans List, 1 semester, Northeast Louisiana University, 1990 

Academic Scholarship, Northeast Louisiana University, 1988 – 1992 

PROFESSIONAL/HONOR SOCIETY AFFILIATIONS 

American Historical Association 

Southern Historical Association 

Graduate History Association, University of Memphis, President, 2005 – 2007 

Phi Alpha Theta, University of Memphis, Treasurer, 2005 – 2006; Northeast Louisiana University, 

inducted 1990, President, 1992 – 1994, Treasurer, 1991 – 1992, Historian, 1990 –1991 

Phi Kappa Phi, inducted 1990 

Omicron Delta Kappa, inducted 1992 

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Parent Representative, Board of Directors, Memphis Youth Symphony, 2014  – present 

Fulbright Selection Committee, University of Memphis, 2013 

Coordinator, Constitution Day, University of Memphis – Department of History, 2013 

Central High School PTO, 2011 – present 

History Vocabulary Validation Research Study, Educational Testing Service, 2010 

Textbook Reviewer, Pearson Longman Publishing, 2007 

Volunteer Tutor, Snowden School, 2007 – 2012 

Tennessee History Day, Assistant State Coordinator, Western Region Assistant Coordinator, 2006;  

judge, 2004 – present 

Reader, U.S. History Advanced Placement Exams, Educational Testing Service 2006 – 2011 

University Appeals Committee, University of Memphis, 2005 – 2008 

Students for Political Action, University of Memphis, faculty advisor, 2004 

Volunteer, Evergreen Presbyterian Church Recreational Outreach Ministry, 2003 – 2012 

Snowden School PTA, 2003 – 2012 

Memphis in May, volunteer 1996 – 98; Outstanding Archive Committee member, 1996 


