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The collection of items from defeated enemies to keep as war Warfare in the Pacific Theater Background on Looting in Europe In the aftermath of World War Il
prizes is not a new concept in the United States. From the Civi The unrestricted nature of the war in the Pacific is exemplified Though there is little-to-no evidence of the taking of skulls soldiers brought home the numerous
War to c(;urrept conﬂ;pts n th; I\./I|.<Ij.dle Easc’;, SO|?(I€I’S have: by the brutal acts which took place at the hands of the in the European Theater, the United States soldiers fighting souvenirs that they acquired
acquired various mi itary and civilian goods to eep as prizes Japanese and the Americans. These atrocities were not there did take part in wide-scale looting of the enemy’s throughout their time in the service.
of war.(1) During WWii this trophy hunting evolved into the largely reported in American media as to not dispel the “good belongings. Famed war correspondent Ernie Pyle % Since then, these items have found
taking of human bO(_j}’ parts as fgrms of trop_h|es. As this only guy’ ideology Americans held towards themselves. humorously exemplifies this in stating that “Germans fight homes in private collections,
occurred in the Pacific Theater, it can be said that race played Beainning the brutalit for glory, their cities and their homes, and the Americans museums, research departments,
that the white Anglo-Saxon people of the United States were In the Pacific theater, the Gls, in addition to field gear, would Looting on the Battlefield way home to their original owners.
superior to those deemed “other” played a pivotal role in the collect “gold teeth, ears, bones, scalps, and skulls” from the A vast number of soldiers brought
treatment of Japanese forces in the Pacific Theater. dead Japanese soldiers. (7) Numerous accounts of this brutality back trophies of war and would later 7 Looted Items Today
UC Sty s s srs
Race and Public Obinion ' i S9 ' experiences. One such case was skulls for research purposes. However,
P act olilteke.th rﬁm]?vatl in gltshmemow wt?ent r}[ﬁ stkatid thg tJalpaneze Pfc. Michael Bilder, an infantryman there is much scrutiny over this
— _ . was kicking his feet and thrashing about, the knife point glance in Patton’s 3 army, who took collection as some araue that it is 3
Racism in the United States towards people of Asian descent off the tooth and sank deeply into the victim’s mouth.” (8) The ict ith i tured loot aft > I -
did not begin with the Japanese, but with large scale attempts - - - PICILIES WIth NIS Capiurea 1oot ater violation of the Geneva Convention. wl
o g | hp Con 9 o\ Th ph efforts soldiers demonstrated in order to obtain teeth was a he returned home from the war. (13) (17) Many other museums house looted
to discriminate against those of Chinese ancestry. (2) Thoug precursor to their later efforts in obtaining skulls. Numerous other soldiers would do 5 )

artifacts from the war, most notably the
National WWII Museum. (18)

this racism was evident against those of Asian descent, there
was no comparative towards those of Western-European
descent. With this in mind, it is evident that even before WWII,
many Americans held a deep-seated racist ideology towards
Asians, and this allowed for the barbaric treatment of the

Japanese Trophy skulls the same upon their return home
There is extensive evidence R— — because they saw their loot as
that, throughout the course of 4 o desnl something to be proud of obtaining. |
the Second World War, United i eing Even during the war, soldiers wwil >

States soldiers not only would take time to have a picture WWIT MUSEUM
decapitated Japanese dead,

taken with one of the more sought
but also either boiled or left the | after items: a Nazi flag. With this
head sitting out for ants to

item being easily accessible due to
clean in order to keep the skull
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Japanese during the war. Bt -
Anti-Asian
Sentiment in the
United States

The pre-existing Anti-Asian sentiment = _4 L
in the U.S culminated in a ) A

_ In Conclusion
¥ their vast number, many soldiers The racism directed towards people of Asiatic descent

were ag home as a allowed American soldiers to justify taking their human

ake a fl
remains as trophies. Whereas in the European Theater they

able to t
. B & Sy

Often evidence of these barbaric acts were not

development of Anti-Japanese WE&-‘ reported in American media, but photographs N s - ; targeted only material goods while looting. While whether or
racially derived, propaganda th,at FOR THE of the skulls existed in private collections. Not not these institutions can ethically keep these items is

to say that these skulls did not find their way
into main stream media, but rather, it was in a

debatable, there can be no argument that wartime looting will
be a continued discussion for years to come.

dehumanized the Japanese in a way
that was not seen when compared to the Germans. As a result,
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- P ” . . \ small amount. One such instance was the S i ~
the American soldiers ﬂ“ghtmg n the Pacific foundult appropriate S_ | famous Life Magazine photograph that Looting of the Civilian’s Homes
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The taking of skulls was not a
small level operation, but rather
large numbers of skulls were taken
% as forms of trophies throughout the
. war. Even with the threat of
punishment for engaging in these
barbaric acts, they continued to
occur throughout the course of the 55, Do, . Japaness War Dead Skl o Sepn s UC Uoseu:Cals fr Retum ofhe Rmins.
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instead targeted their resentment
towards the Nazis and not the
average German.(6) With this
distinction in mind, the American

: e, people sought material trophies in the
e Curopean Theater, as opposed to the
0] @/[eq 0] 4’4 human body part trophies they sought
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20 in the Pacific Theater.




